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Zedekiah

This name is cited from its Biblical context of the Old Testament prophet, so it is possible that no unique Book of
Mormon etymology might be expected. However, as the name was used for an individual in the Book of Mormon
from the New World it is evaluated.

Sumerian

ze: dirt

ze: gall bladder; bile
ze,-na (form of ze)

zeh: a bird

zeh: piglet

e: barley?

e: chaff
es-ka (form of e)

e: house; temple; (temple) household; station
(of the moon)?; room; house-lot;
estate
e,-da, e,-ka, e,-ke, (form of e)

e: a vocative interjection

e: strip or piece of leather; leather bearing

e: to leave, to go out; to thread, hang on a
string; to remove, take away; to bring
out; to enter; to bring in; to raise,
rear (a child); to sow; to rave; to
winnow; to measure (grain) roughly
(with a stick); to rent
es-da, es-de, es-des, es-a-ka (form of

e)

e: princely?

e: perfect plural and imperfect stem of dug[to
speak]

e: trust

e: tube, socket

e: watch

ed: to go up or down; to demolish; to scratch;
to rage, be rabid

Hebrew/Semitic

Etymology of the name Zedekiah

eds-de;, eds-e, eds-e-ka (form of ed)

ed: pierce

ed: strengthen

de: to bring, carry
e-des, e-deg (form of de)

de: to pour; to winnow
e-de, (form of de)

de: to shape, create

ki: place, ground, earth, land, toward,
underworld, lower, down below
ki-a (form of ki)

ki: with (math)

i: clothing, garment

i: (vocative exclamation), hey!

iz oil; butter; container for oil
iz-a (form of i)

ia: (an exclamation), oh!

a: arm; labor; wing; horn; side; strength;
wage; power
a,-a (form of a)

a: a bird-cry

a: time

a: water; semen; progeny

A: a weapon or a leather holder for a weapon

a'a: a text, the scribal exercise a-a

ah: (to be) dried (out), dry; to dry

ah: a paste; phlegm, mucus, sputum; foam,
scum; saliva, spittle; poison

he: be it, be he

The name Zedekiah consists of two elements. The first part of our name comes from the verb 771x (sadeq), meaning to

be just:

The verb 71X (sadeq) means to be just or righteous. HAW Theological Wordbook of the Old Testament confidently
assures that: "this root basically connotes conformity to an ethical or moral standard," but here at Abarim Publications
we're pretty sure this intuitive definition is incorrect. Instead, our verb connotes synchronicity with the natural laws by
which creation operates and by which mankind functions most fully and most satisfactorily for all parties involved
(humans, animals, plants, the Creator and perhaps even extra-terrestrial societies).
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Righteousness is not manifested in piety of legalism, but rather in a mastery of all practical matters, which ultimately
results in personal and social efficiency. The opposite of righteousness is not fun-loving havoc-making but stupidity

and ignorance and the loss of personal and social energy.

Such a difficult and important verb obviously occurs all over the Bible. It's used in the sense of having a just cause (Job
9:15), being justified (Job 11:2, Isaiah 43:9), or being just in general (Psalm 51:4, Job 10:15). It's used in a statutory
sense (2 Samuel 15:4), a verdictive sense (Deuteronomy 25:1), even vindictive sense (Isaiah 50:8) and redemptive

sense (Daniel 12:3, Genesis 44:16).

Besides this verb, the root yields a few other important derivatives:

The adjective 7*Tx (saddig) means just or righteous (Genesis 7:1, 2 Samuel 23:3).

The masculine noun 77X (sedeq), meaning justice or rightness (Deuteronomy 25:15, Leviticus 19:15).

The feminine noun N TX (sadaga), meaning righteousness (Isaiah 5:7, Psalm 36:6).

The second part of the name Zedekiah is formed from the appellative n* (Yah) = 1n* (Yahu) = 1 (Yu), which are
abbreviated forms of the Tetragrammaton; the name of the Lord: YHWH.

(www.abarim-publications.com 2016)

Sumerian

ze: dirt

e: house; temple; (temple) household
e,-da, e,-ka, e,-ke, (form of e)

e: to leave, to go out; to remove, take away;
to bring out; to enter; to bring in
es-da, es-de, es-des, es-a-ka (form of

e)

e: princely?

e: perfect plural and imperfect stem of dug[to
speak]

e: trust

e: watch

ed: to go up or down
eds-de;, eds-e, eds-e-ka (form of ed)

ed: strengthen

de: to bring, carry
e-des, e-des (form of de)

Constructed Compound Word: Zedekiah(e)

Hebrew/Semitic

sadeq: to be just or righteous

Zedekiah is identified as being one of the Twelve Disciples of Christ (3 Nephi 19:4). No further information is
provided. Reasonable etymological units for Zedekiah are:

de: to pour; to winnow
e-de, (form of de)

de: to shape, create

ki: place, ground, earth, land, toward, lower,
down below
ki-a (form of ki)

ki: with (math)

i: oil; container for oil
iz-a (form of i)

ia: (an exclamation), oh!

a: arm; labor; wing; horn; side; strength;
wage; power
a,-a (form of a)

a: progeny

a'a: a text, the scribal exercise a-a

ah: (to be) dried (out), dry; to dry

he: be it, be he

-ihah: theophoric element “Yahweh/Jehovah”, the divine name



Other Sumerian/Jaredite Names/Words in the Book of Mormon 603

Zeezrom

There is a possibility that the spelling of this name is Zeezrum based on it being spelled this way at places in the

“,..n “n

Original Manuscript. Since the difference is an “0” and a “u”, and “o0” is being evaluated as a “u” or an “a”, no

separate analysis is necessary.
Sumerian

ze: dirt

ze: gall bladder; bile
ze,-za (form of ze)

zeh: a bird

zeh: piglet
ze,-eh (form of zeh)

e: barley?

e: chaff
ez-e; (form of e)

e: house; temple; (temple) household; station
(of the moon)?; room; house-lot;
estate
er,-e, e,-e,, e,e-zZU, €,-2d, €,-2U, e,-20-

ra (form of e)

e: a vocative interjection

e: strip or piece of leather; leather bearing

e: to leave, to go out; to thread, hang on a
string; to remove, take away; to bring
out; to enter; to bring in; to raise,
rear (a child); to sow; to rave; to
winnow; to measure (grain) roughly
(with a stick); to rent
es-e, ez-zu (form of e)

e: princely?

e: perfect plural and imperfect stem of dug[to
speak]

e: trust

e: tube, socket

e: watch

e'ES: prison

ra: (compound verb verbal element)

ra: (to be) pure; (to be) clear

rah: to beat, kill; to break, crush; to flood; to
thresh (grain with a flail)
rah,-am;z(form of rah)

rah: a disease

a: arm; labor; wing; horn; side; strength;
wage; power
a-mu (form of a)

a: a bird-cry

a: time

a: water; semen; progeny

a-mu, a-ams, a-amg, a-mu (form of a)
A: a weapon or a leather holder for a weapon
ah: (to be) dried (out), dry; to dry
ah: a paste; phlegm, mucus, sputum; foam,
scum; saliva, spittle; poison
am: a bird
am: wild bull
RU: architectural feature
RU-am;s (form of RU)
rum: perfect, idea
u: abuse
u: admiration
u:and
uz-ams (form of u)
: bed
: to bray, bellow, bawl, voice, cry, noise
: compound verb nominal element
: defeat
: earth
:emery
: sheep, ewe
ug-ams (form of u)
: finger
: gift
: wild goose
: grain
- hole
- horn
: type of land
: load
: peace
: earth pile
: pitfall
: planking
: plant
: bread, loaf; food; grass, herb; pasture,
plants
: shepherd
: purslane
u: to ride; attachment to a plow, upper pivot
of a door, ship’s captain; to gain
control

C C € € € C© C

c gcgccCccCccCccCccCccCccCcccccC

< C



604 Chapter5

u: to sleep U: tree
u: ten um: a bird
u: totality, world um: reed rope

U: type of stone

Hebrew/Semitic

ZEEZROM may be parallel to the HEBREW zeh Sinai, "he of Sinai" (i.e., God) (Judges 5:5; Psalm 68:8) and may have the
meaning "he of the EZROM." EZROM/EZRUM is a NEPHITE term mentioned in Alma 11:6, 12, and is a unit silver
measure. As a silver measure (which, in HEBREW, is kesep, "silver; money"), it may be the equivalent of money as well,
indicating the meaning "he of silver, money," and suggesting ZEEZROM's obsession with money or his willingness to
resort to bribing ALMA and AMULEK with money to deny their belief in God (Alma 11:22).

It is also possible that ZEEZROM is a combination with Zeez- from the PNs Zizah (zizah, 1 Chronicles 23:11) or Ziza (ziza,
2 Chronicles 11:20), and ram, "exalted," or -rom, the latter coming from the common Semitic ram, "to raise up, exalt."
The common West-Semitic zz, a weight or coin, would make sense, especially if metonymy is involved.

Some commentaries have suggested the name of the 3rd Dynasty EGYPTIAN king, Djoser, written dsr in EGYPTIAN
(LID, 28; see Approach to the Book of Mormon, 231). However, unless the double initial vowel in the orthography
represents a long vowel and not two separate vowels (as the "Pronouncing Guide" suggests), the connection with the
EGYPTIAN dsr seems problematical.

Given the close connection between the PN ANTIONAH and the unit of gold measure "antion" (Alma 11:19) there may
be a subtle metonymic play on the name ANTIONAH, who functions as chief ruler of the renegade Nephite city of
AMMONIHAH and ZEEZROM, who joins with ALMA and AMULEK in preaching to the inhabitants of the city: ZEEZROM
could be seen metonymically as "Mr. Moneybags" and ANTIONAH as "Mr. Gold Nugget."

(Book of Mormon Onomasticon 2016)

Zeezrom was a lawyer and a convert from Ammonihah (Alma 10, 11, 12, 14, 15, Helaman 5). He opposed Alma;
and Amulek and was “most expert among them, having much business to do among the people.” He attempted
unsuccessfully to bribe Alma, and Amulek with a specified amount of silver to deny God. After bantering questions
with Amulek, after Amulek testified Zeezrom began to tremble, ultimately recognizing and acknowledging his
wickedness. The people rejected him and spit on him and cast him out. He was racked with his guilt and became ill
with a burning fever. He later repented and became righteous and served as a missionary. Reasonable etymological
units for Zeezrom are:

Sumerian
ze: dirt rah: a disease
ze: bile ra: (to be) pure; (to be) clear
ze,-za (form of ze) a: arm; labor; side; strength; wage; power
e: to leave, to go out; to remove, take away; a-mu (form of a)
to bring out rum: perfect, idea
es-e, ez-zu (form of e) u: admiration
e: perfect plural and imperfect stem of dug[to u: to voice, cry
speak] ah: saliva, spittle
e: trust

Constructed Compound Word: Zeez(u)rom
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Zemnarihah

Sumerian

ze: dirt

ze: gall bladder; bile

zeh: a bird

zeh: piglet

e: barley?

e: chaff
esz-ams, es-mu (form of e)

e: house; temple; (temple) household; station
(of the moon)?; room; house-lot;
estate
e,-me, e;-mu, e;-ams (form of e)

e: a vocative interjection

e: strip or piece of leather; leather bearing

e: to leave, to go out; to thread, hang on a
string; to remove, take away; to bring
out; to enter; to bring in; to raise,
rear (a child); to sow; to rave; to
winnow; to measure (grain) roughly
(with a stick); to rent
es-ma, es-ams (form of e)

e: princely?

e: perfect plural and imperfect stem of dug[to
speak]

e: trust

e: tube, socket

e: watch

na: (compound verb nominal element)

na: man

na: pestle; a stone

na: stone; stone weight

a: arm; labor; wing; horn; side; strength;
wage; power
a,-a (form of a)

a: a bird-cry

Hebrew/Semitic/Egyptian

a: time

a: water; semen; progeny
a-a, a-ur, (form of a)

A: a weapon or a leather holder for a weapon

a ri: to impregnate

ar: (hymn of) praise; fame
ary-e (form of ar)

ar: ruin

ari: a disease

aria: a disease

aria: steppe

ri: to be distant
ri-a (form of ri)

ri, RI: to lay down, cast, place; to set in place,
imbue; to lean on; to impose; to
throw down; to release, let go, to
walk along; to pour out, to lead away
Rl-a (form of ri)

RI: to cry out

i: clothing, garment

i: (vocative exclamation), hey!

iz oil; butter; container for oil
i-a (form of i)

ia: (an exclamation), oh!
iz-a, i-a (form of ia)

a'a: a text, the scribal exercise a-a

HA: a vegetable

HA'A: locust-grass?

ah: (to be) dried (out), dry; to dry
ahs-a (form of ah)

ah: a paste; phlegm, mucus, sputum; foam,
scum; saliva, spittle; poison
uhs-a, uhs (form of ah)

he: be it, be he

Cf. EGYPTIAN PN zmn-h3-r". The Book of Mormon version merely switches the order of the last two elements (HWN in
LID 28, ABM 236). The position of the divine name (in this case r’, a sungod) in EGYPTIAN has always been
problematic. The EGYPTIANS tended to write the divine element of a theophoric name first, even when it was
pronounced (as syntactical rules would dictate) at the end. For this reason, the transliteration of EGYPTIAN nomes by
modern Egyptologists often are reversed in order from those made by ancient historians (e.g., Manetho) who wrote in

Greek. Many examples might be given here, if necessary

. What, however, does Nibley’s suggestion do to the

ihah element found in a number of Book of Mormon names which have their parallels without that element (e.g.,
MORONI/MORONIHAH, NEPHI/NEPHIHAH, MATHONI/MATHONIHAH)? (JAT).
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Perhaps Aramaic zeman, “time, appointed time” + -ar- + YHWH. For the -ar-, possibilities are HEBREW ’ari/’aryeh,
“lion”, or ’Gr, “light.” This would give the strange meaning of “the (appointed) time of the lion (or light) of Yahweh”
(JH).

*zimna'-la-YHH, in EGYPTIAN transcription *zymn3'ryhh, “time for Yahweh,” but a mere speculation (RFS). Tvedtnes
finds it difficult that the NEPHITES, who came from a HEBREW-speaking environment, should have to transliterate a
HEBREW name into EGYPTIAN (JAT).

(Book of Mormon Onomasticon 2016)

Zemnarihah is a Gaddianton Robber chief who placed a siege around the people of Nephi who gathered into a
defensive position (3 Nephi 4). It was completely unsuccessful because the people of Nephi had plenty of
provisions, while the Gaddiantons had little. The Nephite armies would march out at night and attack and then
return to their place of refuge, exacting significant damage to the Gaddiantons. As a result Zemnarihah gave a
command unto his people that they should withdraw themselves from the siege and march into the furthermost
parts of the land northward. The Nephites headed them off, capturing them, and hanged Zemnarihah from a tree,
then cutting down the tree. Reasonable etymological units for Zemnarihah are:

Sumerian

ze: dirt ri, Rl: to throw down

ze: bile RI-a (form of ri)

e: to hang on a string; to remove, take away i: (vocative exclamation), hey!
es-ma, es-ams (form of e) ia: (an exclamation), oh!

na: man iz-a, i-a (form of ia)

a: arm; labor; side; strength; wage; power ah: phlegm, mucus, sputum; foam, scum;
a,-a (form of a) saliva, spittle; poison

ar: ruin uhs-a, uhs (form of ah)

ari: a disease he: be it, be he

Constructed Compound Word: Zem(a)narih(e)ah

Zenephi

As the name Nephi has been elsewhere evaluated and included a significant section involving the name Nephi(ite)
from the Caractors Document translation. The Caractors Document indicated that each different Nephi was written
with a different glyph that differentiated them, so Zenephi would not have been expected to have a glyph form
similar or incorporating the other glyph forms of Nephi.

Sumerian

ze: dirt e: a vocative interjection

ze: gall bladder; bile e: strip or piece of leather; leather bearing
ze,-na (form of ze) e: to leave, to go out; to thread, hang on a

zeh: a bird string; to remove, take away; to bring

zeh: piglet out; to enter; to bring in; to raise,

e: barley? rear (a child); to sow; to rave; to

e: chaff winnow; to measure (grain) roughly
es-ni, es-a-bi (form of e) (with a stick); to rent

e: house; temple; (temple) household; station es-ne, es-a-ni, es-ni, es-bi, es-a-bi, nu-
(of the moon)?; room; house-lot; es-e, es-ni-ib (form of e)
estate e: princely?

e»-ni, e-na, e2-bi, e>-ba (form of e)
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e: perfect plural and imperfect stem of dug[to

ne: strength; force

speak] nes-ba, nesz-bi-a (form of ne)
na-e (form of e) NE: type of bird

e: trust NE: designation of silver

e: tube, socket NE-ba, NE-bi (form of NE)

e: watch NE: a designation of trees

en: (compound verb nominal element)

PI: a unit of capacity

607

hi: to mix (up); process (skin; wool, in the
latter possibly a stage between
en-na, en-ne;, en-ni-a (form of en) combing and spinning); alloy

en: a priest HI: (compound verb nominal element)
en-ne,, en-ni-a (form of en) HI: a fish

ene: (compound verb nominal element) Hla: a vegetable

ene: pleasure? i: clothing, garment

ne: brazier i: (vocative exclamation), hey!

ne: (compound verb nominal element) i: oil; butter; container for oil
ne-bi (form of ne)

en: incantation, spell
en: lord; master; ruler

Hebrew and Egyptian

Nephi

The most likely derivation of the name is EGYPTIAN nfr "good, beautiful." The final r in EGYPTIAN had dropped out of
pronunciation about a thousand years earlier, and it is attested as a personal name at the time of LEHI.

In Semitic languages, two directions exist for seeking the etymology of this important Book of Mormon name, nph/h
or nv p or n aleph p. Historical and current LDS pronunciation of the name would favor the latter, reading the ph as
one phoneme [f], rather than as two, [p] and [h/h]. However, | am unaware of any root in Semitic corresponding with
nv/‘p. Both nph, “to breathe, blow” (JAT, JH), and nph, “to discard, banish, reject” (JH) exist in West Semitic, though
the latter is not attested in North-west Semitic (JH). Nap_pnu means “anblasen, entziinden; aufgehen” and appears in
the form niphu “Aufleuchten, Entbrennen” and refers metaphorically to sun up and star up. It occurs in the feminine
names i-na-ni-ip-pni-Sa-al-si-is and i-na-nippni(SAR)-sa-al-si-is (Stamm, ANG, 200). The form may be related to the
biblical Zimri/Omri and Book of Mormon LEHI/LIMHI, etc. (PN). The root also occurs in the Akkadian term nappahu
"smith".

An equally or even more promising derivation would come from EGYPTIAN nfw (later nfy), “captain, skipper, chief of
sailors” (Coptic ne(e)f, neeb), from meaning “breathe, blow at” (RFS, JH, JAT).[4] Nibley wrote that “Nfy was the name
of an EGYPTIAN captain,” implying a PN rather than a word meaning “captain” (LID, 27; see also ABM, 290); the term
nfy is attested as an EGYPTIAN name but not after the New Kingdom. See also EGYPTIAN nf‘=i, “I am driven away”
(passive sdm=f) (EHA). If correct, the name could be metonymic, in view of NEPHI’s forced departure from his
homeland (JAT). This is unlikely because the so-called passive sdm=fis a circumstantial past passive meaning in this
case "since | had been driven away." It would have to be a dependent clause and is not nominalized.

Nibley notes the PN nfy on at least 10 Nabatean inscriptions. In one case, nfy is the father of one Imy, where the y is
defective and may, according to Jaussen, have been n, hence LAMAN (if it is really y, cf. Book of Mormon LAMAH—
JAT), while in another hnfy appears with the name mrmiw, for which cf. MORMON (ABM, 290 and esp. fn. 28 [in the
reprint by FARMS; fn. 27 in the 1964 Deseret edition] to Chap. 22).

The Aramaic GN np’ occurs in the Elephantine documents (7:4) (EHA).

Zenephi
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Possibly a hybrid HEBREW-EGYPTIAN name *ze-nfy, "The One of Nephi," beginning with the HEBREW demonstrative
ze-, and adding ancient EGYPTIAN nfy "captain; sailor; wind," or EGYPTIAN nf{(r) "beautiful, good." Cf. HEBREW Ze-
Sinay "The One of Sinai," as treated by Albright (epithet of Jehovah at Judges 5:5), Lihyanite D-'mn, D-rhmh, D-msimh,

D-bl’, and Thamudic Dd-baraq "The One of Lightning."

Val Sederholm suggests EGYPTIAN Z3-Nfy "Son of Nephi" (RFS).

an

Another possibility is the nisbe form of ZENIFF, i.e., hypothetical HEBREW gentilic senipi "tiaraed, crowned, enwrapped
(with turban)," a derivation from HEBREW sanif, misnefet "tiara, turban," worn by men (Job 29:14), such as the high
priest (Leviticus 16:4, Zechariah 3:5), or by women (Isaiah 3:23| |2 Nephi 13:23).

(Book of Mormon Onomasticon 2016)

Zenephi is mentioned near the very end of the Book of Mormon in the context of the final battles. Zenephiis a
Nephite military leader, described as obviously callous. Widows and daughters of the Nephites who were in
Sherrizah had been plundered by the Lamanites, were then plundered by their own armies led by Zenephi as he
took the remainder of their provisions, leaving them to wander to find food, with many old women fainting and
dieing in the effort (Mormon 9:16). This incident segued in to a discussion of the general depravity of the Nephites
and their delight in evil. Reasonable etymological units for Zenephi are:

Zeniff

Sumerian

ze: dirt

ze: bile
ze,-na (form of ze)

e: a vocative interjection

e: strip or piece of leather; leather bearing

e: to leave; to remove, take away; to rave
es-ne, es-a-ni, es-ni, es-bi, es-a-bi, nu-

es-e, es-ni-ib (form of e)
en: lord; master; ruler

Constructed Compound Word: Zenep(i)hi

en-na, en-ne;, en-ni-a (form of en)
en: a priest
en-ne,, en-ni-a (form of en)
ne: strength; force
nesz-ba, nesz-bi-a (form of ne)
PI: a unit of capacity
hi: to mix (up)
HI: a fish
Hla: a vegetable

The name Nephi and Nephi as part of the glyph for Nephite were evaluated as part of the translation of the
Caractors Document (Grover 2015) and the relevant sections are included below. This translation did not have any
benefit of any Sumerian etymology, so possible Sumerian etymology is included following the section.

Zeniff

According to the Book of Mormon Onomasticon the etymology of the name of Zeniff is:

The character for Zeniff in the Caractors Document is C-36:

e snb (znb), “very common elements in Egyptian proper names, cf. Senepta” (snp-t3)

e and citing the same Egyptian words, from Hugh Nibley’s “Lehi in the Desert”: “common elements of

EGYPTIAN proper names”

o

C-36
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The Egyptian word snb as found at the end of royal names is found in the Chicago Demotic Dictionary (S 13:1 pgs.
263-264) and does have the form of the glyph:

2

Demotisches Glossar (Erichsen 1954, 438)

However, phonetically, snb has other meanings in Egyptian that also match Zeniff in terms of a Book of Mormon
setting as well as glyphically. The first is what Budge (1920, 2:606) identifies as senb, which has meanings “to be
overthrown” and “to be evilly entreated.” The first definition might be applicable to Zeniff’s first foray into the
wilderness, which ended in a battle for power (Mosiah 9:1-2), the second is certainly an apt description of Zeniff’s
entire tenure as a vassal/enemy subject to the whims of King Laman. One of the forms for the hieroglyph for this
word consists of the following with the associated Gardiner Numbers:

034: N35: D58:a_” G29: %

In the hieratic, Gardiner Numbers 0-34 and N-35 become essentially horizontal lines:

P 10,8
" 34

By .,_._“," |

=57 Thutmeosis NI,

Moller Number 366 (Gardiner Number O-34), Bd. II-31-74-Taf, pg. Il 356-366 (Md&ller 1965)

~°1’—-;-a2

2530w 8 )

___‘ -\,A.-—’
— ”‘/‘ _— po
25’ i 5,

Moller Number 331 (Gardiner Number N-35), Bd. 11-1-30, pg. Il 326bis-338 (Mdoller 1965)

The D-58 hieratic generally is reflected as an “L” type form, but there is a form (recognizably much later in time)

that is similar to the glyph:

@y u
b

Spa
(o=

Moller Number 124 (Gardiner Number D-58), Bd. 111-1-31, pg. Ill 120-128bis (Mdller 1965)

G-29 is reflected in the hieratic as:
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Sim
3|,
L 156 ns

3

3 Lot

Moller Number 208, Bd. I-1-22, pg. | 206-214 (Moller 1965)

The Zeniff glyph is a compact combination glyph that essentially is a reverse of the hieratic G-29, with the hieratic
D-58 of similar form, with the line through the middle of the glyph represented by both 0-34 and N-35. Another
definition for the Egyptian word snb is to “step over boundaries” (Dickson 2006, 170), which has some of the same
hieroglyphic elements (0-34, N35, and D-58) and would also seem to be descriptive of Zeniff, who left the confines
of Zarahemla to return to the Land of Nephi.

The Zeniff glyph also exhibits the “mirror-image” glyph play as it mirrors the adjacent character (C-37), which means
to “depart.”

T

The same mirroring involving the word for “depart” also occurs with the glyph for Nephi that was discussed
previously. As was explained, Egyptian can face either direction depending on the direction it is read, but in this
case it may have been flipped as a form of glyph play. The morphing together of separate glyphs to make one glyph
is a staple in Mayan glyph play, as is reversing directions. It may not be possible to say what the Nephites borrowed
from the Maya or vice versa, but it is very clear there was “glyph play” borrowing of concepts going on between the

two groups.

Sumerian

ze: dirt e: princely?

ze: gall bladder; bile e: perfect plural and imperfect stem of dug[to
ze,-na (form of ze) speak]

zeh: a bird e: trust

zeh: piglet e: tube, socket

e: barley? e: watch

e: chaff
es-ni (form of e)

e: house; temple; (temple) household; station
(of the moon)?; room; house-lot;
estate
e»-ni, e;-na (form of e)

e: a vocative interjection

e: strip or piece of leather; leather bearing

e: to leave, to go out; to thread, hang on a
string; to remove, take away; to bring
out; to enter; to bring in; to raise,
rear (a child); to sow; to rave; to
winnow; to measure (grain) roughly
(with a stick); to rent
es-ne, es-a-ni, es-ni (form of e)

en: (compound verb nominal element)
en: incantation, spell
en: lord; master; ruler
en-na, en-ne;, en-ni-a (form of en)
en: a priest
en-ne,, en-ni-a (form of en)
ni: a bird
ni: fear, aura
ni»-ba, ni,-bi (form of nj)
ni: self
ni»-bi, ni,-ba (form of nj)
NI: a designation of nets
i: clothing, garment
i: (vocative exclamation), hey!
iz oil; butter; container for oil
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is-beg, iz-bi, NI (form of i)

Additional Hebrew/Semitic/Egyptian

“ZENIFF certainly suggests the name Zainab and its variants, popular among the desert people, of which the feminine
form of Zenobia was born by [a famous Arab queen]” (HWN in ABM 234).

Cf. snb (znb), “very common elements in Egyptian proper names, cf. Senepta” (snp-t3) (HWN in LID 28).
Cf. zinapa, the cuneiform rendering of an EGYPTIAN name (HWN in SC 194).

Cf. Book of Mormon ZENEPHI, et al.

“Zinapa” = “cuneiform rendering of an EGYPTIAN name.” Nibley, Since Cumorah, p. 194.

Arabic, corruption of Zainab. Nibley, An Approach to the Book of Mormon, p. 286 and 403.

z-n-b, s-n-b = “common elements of EGYPTIAN proper names.” Nibley, Lehi in the Desert, p. 28.

(Book of Mormon Onomasticon 2016)

Most likely Hebrew sanip “headband, tiara,” worn by men (Job 29:14), kings (Isaiah 62:3, Ecclesiasticus 11:5), and high
priest (Leviticus 16:4, Zechariah 3:5, Ecclesiasticus 40:4), or by women (Isaiah 3:23 |2 Nephi 13:23) = Arabic sinf “hem,
corner.” Cf. Hebrew misnepet “tiara, turban-like headband,” worn by king (Ezekiel 21:31), or high priest (Exodus
28:4,37,39, 29:6, 39:28,31, Leviticus 8:9, 16:4, Ecclesiasticus 45:12) > Greek masnaephthés (Josephus, Antiquities, lll,
7,3 § 157), cognate with Syriac masnapta “headband, turban,” mésannap “to wrap around, wind around” (Isaiah
22:18 san6p yisnapka sénépa “wrapping you up like a whorl”). Personal names meaning “Crown, Tiara,” are known
from the Bible (Atarah and Stephen), and other ancient contexts.

(Smith 2017)

Zeniff was a Nephite who led a group of migrants from Zarahemla back to their homeland of Nephi and became a
sort of vassal king subject to the whims of the Lamanite king who controlled the area Mosiah 7-10). Previously he
had been “a spy among the Lamanites” and determined that with diplomacy he might be able to negotiate with
the Lamanites. An initial group, of which Zeniff was not the leader, ended in an internal disagreement that turned
violent, so returned unsuccessful after many were killed. Zeniff led the second group which was successful in
negotiating with the Lamanites and re-settling in the Land of Nephi. However, the Lamanite relationship soured
when King Laman came to power and Zeniff was required to lead his people in battle against the Lamanites.

Similar to the word Ziff, in Sumerian, the “ff” sound is reflected as a “b”. Reasonable etymological units for Zeniff
are:

Sumerian

ze: dirt

e: house; temple; (temple) household; estate
e»-ni, e-na (form of e)

e: to leave, to go out; to remove, take away;
to bring out; to enter; to bring in; to
sow
es-ne, es-a-ni, es-ni (form of e)

e: princely?

e: perfect plural and imperfect stem of dug[to
speak]

e: trust

Constructed Compound Word: Zenib

e: watch
en: lord; master; ruler

en-na, en-ne;, en-ni-a (form of en)
en: a priest

en-ne,, en-ni-a (form of en)
ni: fear, aura

ni»-ba, ni,-bi (form of nj)
ni: self

ni»-bi, ni,-ba (form of nj)
iz oil; container for oil

NI, is-beg, i3-bi, NI (form of i)
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Zenock/Zenoch

Sumerian

ze: dirt

ze: gall bladder; bile
ze,-na (form of ze)

zeh: a bird

zeh: piglet

zena: a fish

zena: midrib of datepalm frond

zena: a siege weapon

e: barley?

e: chaff
es-ni (form of e)

e: house; temple; (temple) household; station
(of the moon)?; room; house-lot;
estate
e»-ni, e;-na (form of e)

e: a vocative interjection

e: strip or piece of leather; leather bearing

e: to leave, to go out; to thread, hang on a
string; to remove, take away; to bring
out; to enter; to bring in; to raise,
rear (a child); to sow; to rave; to
winnow; to measure (grain) roughly
(with a stick); to rent
es-ne, es-a-ni, es-ni (form of e)

e: princely?

e: perfect plural and imperfect stem of dug[to
speak]

e: trust

e: tube, socket

e: watch

en: (compound verb nominal element)

en: incantation, spell

en: lord; master; ruler
en-na, en-ne;, en-ni-a (form of en)

en: a priest
en-ni-a (form of en)

enna: until, up to

na: (compound verb nominal element)

na: man

na: pestle; a stone

na: stone; stone weight

nu: a night bird

nu: creator, begetter

nu: (small) fly, mosquito

nu: male genitalia; sperm; offspring

nu: man

nu: (to be) not, no; without, un-
NU: to spin (thread)
nua: a designation of ewes or nanny goats
a: arm; labor; wing; horn; side; strength;
wage; power
ay-ka (form of a)
a: a bird-cry
a: time
a: water; semen; progeny
a-ka, a-ke, (form of a)
A: a weapon or a leather holder for a weapon
ak: to do; to make; to act, perform; to
proceed, proceeding (math.)
in-ak (form of ak)
: abuse
: admiration
:and
: bed
: to bray, bellow, bawl, voice, cry, noise
: compound verb nominal element
: defeat
: earth
:emery
: sheep, ewe
ug-ka (form of u)
: finger
: gift
: wild goose
: grain
- hole
- horn
: type of land
: load
: peace
: earth pile
: pitfall
: planking
: plant
: bread, loaf; food; grass, herb; pasture,
plants
uy,-ka (form of u)
: shepherd
u: purslane
u: to ride; attachment to a plow, upper pivot
of a door, ship’s captain; to gain
control

C C € € C € C©C C©C C© C
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u: to sleep
u: ten
u: totality, world

U: type of stone
U: tree
he: be it, be he

Hebrew

Possible etymologies are: (1)HEBREW za-néh.a, a tribe whose name has something to do with stench. (2)HEBREW zng,
“to leap.” (3) HEBREW s.nh., “to descend.” (4) HEBREW s.ino-g, “pillory” (Jer. 29:26) (JH). This latter suggestion was
first made by Reynolds & Sjodahl, who noted that “the name may be an allusion to persecution which he may have
suffered at the hands of his countrymen” (R&S 1:203).

Smith is willing to accept only Nos. 2 and 4 of the suggestions made by Hackett. To these, he adds: (1) EGYPTIAN zngq,
snq (causative of cognate Semitic ynq, “suck”) = Coptic sonk, “suck, nurse, suckle.” In the nominal meaning of “nurse,”
the word appears as the title of the high priestess of Apis and of Libyan Mareotis (sp?). (2) EGYPTIAN znk, snk, is the
sun-god as titled in the Book of the Dead (at “night”); priesthood in some of Yeb-Elephantine; “tongue” (RFS). Cf.
EGYPTIAN PN anh., once a serpent-god (HWN in LID 30).

Zenoch, ZENOCK. z-n-q = “to leap.” a-n-h = “to descend.” BH sinog = “pillory.” Jer. 29:26. Carlton, J. A.
Zenekh, an EGYPTIAN proper name. “Once a serpent-god.” Nibley, Lehi in the Desert, p. 30.

An EGYPTIAN hero name. Nibley, An Approach to the Book of Mormon, p. 286.

HEBREW, tsinok = “stocks.” Reynolds, Commentary on the Book of Mormon, |, p. 203.

(Book of Mormon Onomasticon 2016)

The only reference to Zenock in the Book of Mormon is referring to an Old World prophet who is cited at various
places in the Book of Mormon, so it is not likely that there will be a Sumerian etymology consistent with the name,
but an attempt will be made as the name is unattested in the Bible. A complete reasonable etymology was not
found in Sumerian, nevertheless some potential etymological units are:

Sumerian

ze: dirt

e: house; temple; (temple) household; room;
house-lot; estate
e»-ni, e;-na (form of e)

e: to leave, to go out; to remove, take away;
to bring out; to enter; to bring in; to
raise; to sow
es-ne, es-a-ni, es-ni (form of e)

e: perfect plural and imperfect stem of dug[to
speak]

e: trust

e: watch

en: lord; master; ruler
en-na, en-ne;, en-ni-a (form of en)

en: a priest
en-ni-a (form of en)

enna: until, up to

Constructed Compound Word: Zenoch(e)

na: man

na: pestle; a stone

na: stone; stone weight

nu: creator, begetter

nu: (small) fly, mosquito

nu: man

nu: (to be) not, no; without, un-

a: arm; labor; strength; wage; power
ay-ka (form of a)

ak: to do; to make; to act, perform; to
proceed
in-ak (form of ak)

u: admiration

u: to voice, cry, noise

u: peace

u: shepherd

he: be it, be he
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Zenos

Sumerian

ze: dirt

ze: gall bladder; bile
ze,-na (form of ze)

zeh: a bird

zeh: piglet

zena: a fish

zena: midrib of datepalm frond

zena: a siege weapon

e: barley?

e: chaff
es-ni (form of e)

e: house; temple; (temple) household; station
(of the moon)?; room; house-lot;
estate
e»-ni, e;-na (form of e)

e: a vocative interjection

e: strip or piece of leather; leather bearing

e: to leave, to go out; to thread, hang on a
string; to remove, take away; to bring
out; to enter; to bring in; to raise,
rear (a child); to sow; to rave; to
winnow; to measure (grain) roughly
(with a stick); to rent
es-ne, es-a-ni, es-ni (form of e)

e: princely?

e: perfect plural and imperfect stem of dug[to
speak]

e: trust

e: tube, socket

e: watch

en: (compound verb nominal element)

en: incantation, spell

en: lord; master; ruler
en-na, en-ne;, en-ni-a (form of en)

en: a priest
en-ni-a (form of en)

enna: until, up to

na: (compound verb nominal element)

na: man

na: pestle; a stone

na: stone; stone weight

nu: a night bird

nu: creator, begetter

nu: (small) fly, mosquito

nu: male genitalia; sperm; offspring

nu: man

nu: (to be) not, no; without, un-

NU: to spin (thread)

nua: a designation of ewes or nanny goats

a: arm; labor; wing; horn; side; strength;
wage; power

:a bird-cry

:time

: water; semen; progeny
a-a (form of a)

: a weapon or a leather holder for a weapon

: abuse

: admiration

and

: bed

: to bray, bellow, bawl, voice, cry, noise

: compound verb nominal element

: defeat

: earth

:emery

: sheep, ewe

: finger

: gift

: wild goose

: grain

: hole

:horn

: type of land

:load

: peace

: earth pile

: pitfall

: planking

: plant

: bread, loaf; food; grass, herb; pasture,
plants
uy-ne (form of u)

u: shepherd

u: purslane

u: to ride; attachment to a plow, upper pivot

of a door, ship’s captain; to gain
control

u: to sleep

u: ten

u: totality, world

U: type of stone

U: tree

Q Q Q
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us: (to be) of a lesser quality; to drag; to us: to lean on, impose; to check
stretch; to accompany, follow; a e-na-us, (form of us)
gualification of grain; to thresh us: sheep
(grain) by treading; to coagulate? us: side, edge; path

in-us; (form of us)

Hebrew

KJV Enos = HEBREW °énds "Man" (Genesis 4:26, 5:6-11) = KJV Enosh (1 Chronicles 1:1). Matt Bowen argues for

"oy, Ay

wordplay at the introduction of ENOS as son of a just "man" ‘énés.
Cf. s.ena-n and s.a'ana-n, placenames in Joshua 15:37 and Micah 1:11, perhaps related to the word for “flock” (JH).

Cf. Greek PN ze-nos, meaning “guest, host, stranger, ally, hireling” (RFS, JH). The word corresponds to HEBREW za-r,
ge-r, “stranger, sojourner, resident alien,” befitting of, e.g., the Levites who had no tribal allotment. Smith suggests
that ZENOS/Zenoz is a JOSEPHITE of the pre-Exilic period, possibly resident in a Greek speaking area (Greece, Aegean,
Asia Minor). Cf. also Greek PN zenas, contraction of ze-nodéros. "gift of Zeus” (RFS).

Nibley compares the writings of ZENOS as reflected in the Book of Mormon with those of one Zenaz/Kenaz, who may
be the same individual (HWN in SC 313-26).

(Book of Mormon Onomasticon 2016)
Etymology of the name Enosh

Enosh is one of a few Hebrew words that indicate man or mankind and it is rooted in the root group wax ('nsh I, Il &
1):

Scholars insist that there are three separate roots WaX ('nsh) and one root W'X ('ysh), which have nothing to do with
each other. BDB Theological Dictionary acknowledges the few who have assumed that there are certainly
relationships, but decrees a single ancestral root "impossible".

This may be theoretically true, but we may as readily assume that the Hebrew authors and audience were more
persuaded by these words' similarities than by their differences:

The root-verb waX (anash) means to be sick or weak (Job 34:6, 2 Samuel 12:15, Micah 1:9). This verb occurs about a
dozen times in the Old Testament, and has no derivatives.

The root Wax ('nsh) isn't used as verb in the Bible, but in cognate languages it means to be inclined to, friendly or
social. It yields one derivative, the masculine noun WX (‘enosh), meaning man or mankind (Job 28:13, Psalm 8:4,
Isaiah 24:6). This word is one of a few to mean man, and 'enosh seems to indicate man without any special
characteristic; hence the name Enosh.

Other words for man are: DTX (‘adam; see the name Adam), which describes man as corporeal being and W'R ('ish; see
below), which denotes a man in a specific function.

Both HAW Theological Wordbook of the Old Testament and BDB Theological Dictionary quote theories that put this
root and the previous one together, and enosh may denote man as frail and helpless creature. Perhaps it even teaches
that the strength of society in general is a direct result of the frailty of the human individual, which is an idea also
expressed by the Greek words uxn (psuche), meaning soul or needy thing, and mveupa (pneuma) meaning spirit or
synchronously moving things. Perhaps mysterious texts such as Revelation 13:3 should be understood in part against
the backdrop of this principle.

Some scholars have suggested that the mysterious noun WK (‘esh), meaning fire, was derived from this root, but
others refute this (reports BDB Theological Dictionary).

The third root War ('nsh) is again unused in the Bible, but in cognate languages it may means soft or delicate. Its sole
derivative is the feminine noun NnWK (‘ishsha), meaning woman or wife. Since the Bible views societies as female
individuals (i.e. mother Babylon, or the Bride of Christ), and women are generally weaker than man, here at Abarim
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Publications we see much reason to assume one single core idea behind these roots, even if the roots themselves are
separate in theory.

And then there is root W'X ('ysh) which yields the masculine noun w'x ('ish), meaning man or mankind. It's obviously
one of a few Hebrews words that can be translated as 'man' but appears to be most alike our English word 'man’. It
differs from DX (adam), or 'corporeal one' and the noun WX (‘enosh), or 'human' in that W' ('ish) regards man as an
individual and that mostly in some specific function. In constructions like "man of the earth" (Genesis 9:20) or "man of
God" (Deuteronomy 33;1), this word w'X ('ish) is used. This word is also the common word for husband.

(www.abarim-publications.com 2016)

The only reference to Zenos in the Book of Mormon is referring to an Old World prophet who is cited at various
places in the Book of Mormon, so it is not likely that there will be a Sumerian etymology consistent with the name,
but an attempt will be made since it is unattested to in the Bible.

Among other things, Zenos prophesied regarding the earthquakes and rending of the earth at the time of the
Christ’s coming (1 Nephi 19:12). Reasonable etymological units for Zenos are:

Sumerian

ze: dirt

e: house; temple; (temple) household; room;
house-lot; estate
e»-ni, e;-na (form of e)

e: to leave, to go out; to remove, take away;
to bring out; to enter; to bringin; to
raise, rear (a child); to sow; to rave;
to winnow
es-ne, es-a-ni, es-ni (form of e)

e: perfect plural and imperfect stem of dug[to
speak]

e: trust

e: watch

en: lord; master; ruler
en-na, en-ne;, en-ni-a (form of en)

en: a priest

Constructed Compound Word: Zenos

Zerahemnah

Sumerian

ze: dirt

ze: gall bladder; bile

zeh: a bird

zeh: piglet

e: barley?

e: chaff

e3z-a-ameg, €3-a-ams, es-ams, es-a-me,
es-mu (form of e)

en-ni-a (form of en)
enna: until, up to
na: man
na: pestle; a stone
na: stone; stone weight
nu: creator, begetter
nu: man
nu: (to be) not, no; without, un-
a: arm; labor; strength; wage; power
u: admiration
u: to cry, noise
u: shepherd
us: to lean on, impose; to check
e-na-us, (form of us)
us: path

e: house; temple; (temple) household; station
(of the moon)?; room; house-lot;
estate
ey-ur,, e,-ra, e,-ur, e,-a-ra, e,-me, e,-

a-me, e;-mu, e;-me-a, e,-ams
(form of e)

e: a vocative interjection

e: strip or piece of leather; leather bearing

e: to leave, to go out; to thread, hang on a
string; to remove, take away; to bring
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out; to enter; to bring in; to raise,
rear (a child); to sow; to rave; to
winnow; to measure (grain) roughly
(with a stick); to rent
esz-a-ra, e-ams, €3-a-adms, €3-md, €s-a-
ra, he,-e3, es-a-me-en, ez-a-
me-enz (form of e)

e: princely?

e: perfect plural and imperfect stem of dug[to
speak]
e-me-a (form of e)

e: trust

e: tube, socket

e: watch

er: weeping, mourning; tears; to weep
ery-ra (form of er)

era: leader (of the assembly)

ra: (compound verb verbal element)

ra: (to be) pure; (to be) clear

rah: to beat, kill; to break, crush; to flood; to
thresh (grain with a flail)

Hebrew/Semitic

e-rah,, rah,-am; (form of rah)

rah: a disease

a: arm; labor; wing; horn; side; strength;
wage; power

a: a bird-cry

a: time

a: water; semen; progeny
a-ur, (form of a)

A: a weapon or a leather holder for a weapon

ah: (to be) dried (out), dry; to dry

ah: a paste; phlegm, mucus, sputum; foam,
scum; saliva, spittle; poison

he: be it, be he

he'am: so be it!

hem: type of stone

na: (compound verb nominal element)
me-na (form of na)

na: man

na: pestle; a stone

na: stone; stone weight
nas-a (form of na)

The first part of the name could be related to the first part of ZARAHEMLA. HEBREW hmn means altar, but does not
occur in the feminine form. Could the name mean “scion/seed of the sacrifice,” from an abstract form of altar?

This is so close to ZARAHEMLA that Hackett suggested it was either a mistake or a confusion in pronunciation. It would
be possible to analyze the name in the same way as ZARAHEMLA, but she could find no suitable root hmn or hmn (JH).
Others, however, have made proposals.

Perhaps HEBREW zera’-ham-ma-na-h, “the seed of apportionment/measurement” or similar (JAT). From the same
root mnh, “to count, number, reckon, assign”), Smith proposes reading HEBREW zera’-hamena-h, “seed/progeny of
the chosen (one),” with the latter element coming from the root mnh, “allot, assign, prepare, appoint, number” (RFS).

Perhaps HEBREW zerah.-mena-h, “appointed/fated rising,” from the roots zrh., “to arise/shine” and mnh, “allot,
assign, prepare, appoint, number” (RFS).

(Book of Mormon Onomasticon 2016)

Zerahemnah was a Nephite dissenter and a general in the Lamanite army, and like other Nephite dissenters among
the Lamanites he possessed a “wicked and murderous disposition”, much worse than the Lamanites (Alma 43, 44).
He led his armies into the wilderness to attack the land of Manti, but Moroni, knowing about the movement,
ambushed Zerahemnah and his armies, and engaged them in a bloody battle, with the Lamanites at a disadvantage
caused by the Nephites superior body armor. The Lamanites were surrounded, and the Nephites asked for
surrender, which Zerahemnah did. However, because Moroni required him to make an oath that he would no
longer make war with the Nephites, Zerahemnah became angry and rushed forward to kill Moroni. As he raised his
sword, one of Moroni’s soldiers smote the sword “even to the earth”, breaking the hilt, and then he took off
Zerahemnah’s scalp and it “fell to the earth”. Zerahemnah retreated amongst his soldiers, and the soldier with the
scalp took it from the ground, laid it on the point of his sword, raised it, and said that “even as this scalp has fallen
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to the earth, which is the scalp of your chief, so shall ye fall to the earth” unless they gave up their weapons and

gave a covenant of peace.

Zerahemnah was still “wroth” and stirred up his men to continue to battle. Because of their lack of armor, the

Lamanites continued to be slaughtered, with Zerahemnah ultimately relenting and surrendering. The dead of the

Lamanites were then thrown into the River Sidon. Reasonable etymological units for Zerahemnah are:

Zeram

Sumerian

ze: dirt

ze: bile

e: chaff
e3z-a-ameg, €3-a-ams, es-ams, es-a-me,

es-mu (form of e)

e: to leave, to go out; to remove, take away;
to bring out; to enter; to rave
es-a-ra, e-ams, €3-a-adms, €3-mda, €s-d-

ra, he,-e3, es-a-me-en, ez-a-
me-enz (form of e)

er: weeping, mourning; tears; to weep
ery-ra (form of er)

era: leader (of the assembly)

rah: to beat, kill; to break, crush

Constructed Compound Word: Zerahemnah

Sumerian

ze: dirt

ze: gall bladder; bile

e: barley?

e: chaff

e: house; temple; (temple) household; station
(of the moon)?; room; house-lot;
estate
e,-ury, e,-ra, e,-ur, e,-a-ra (form of e)

e: a vocative interjection

e: strip or piece of leather; leather bearing

e: to leave, to go out; to thread, hang on a
string; to remove, take away; to bring
out; to enter; to bring in; to raise,
rear (a child); to sow; to rave; to
winnow; to measure (grain) roughly
(with a stick); to rent
es-a-ra (form of e)

e: princely?

e: perfect plural and imperfect stem of dug[to
speak]

e: trust

e-rah,, rah,-am; (form of rah)
rah: a disease
a: arm; labor; side; strength; wage; power
A: a weapon or a leather holder for a weapon
ah: phlegm, mucus, sputum; foam, scum;
saliva, spittle; poison
he: be it, be he
hem: type of stone
na: man
na: pestle; a stone
na: stone; stone weight
nas-a (form of na)
ah: phlegm, mucus, sputum; foam, scum;
saliva, spittle; poison

e: tube, socket
e: watch
er: weeping, mourning; tears; to weep
ery-ra (form of er)
era: leader (of the assembly)
ra: (compound verb verbal element)
ra: (to be) pure; (to be) clear
rah: to beat, kill; to break, crush; to flood; to
thresh (grain with a flail)
e-rah,, rah,-am; (form of rah)
rah: a disease
a: arm; labor; wing; horn; side; strength;
wage; power
a-mu (form of a)
a: a bird-cry
a: time
a: water; semen; progeny
a-mu, a-ams, a-amg (form of a)
A: a weapon or a leather holder for a weapon
am: a bird
am: wild bull
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Hebrew/Semitic

There are several possible etymologies for the NEPHITE PN ZERAM, all of which are plausible but not wholly
persuasive.

The HEBREW word for a heavy rain or cloudburst, zerem, would at first glance seem to provide a suitable root. But the
noun is a gat/ form which would not yield the vowels of ZERAM (JH and PYH). On the other hand, it could be assumed
that NEPHITE and/or Joseph Smith’s pronunciation of a gat/ form could have been similar to ZERAM. If this etymology
holds true, the name could be analogous to the Semitic weather deity Hadad/Haddu/Adad, which probably means
“thunder.”

The root zr* also provides a possible meaning. In its noun form zera’, “seed; posterity, offspring,” with the 3mp
pronominal ending, Like zerem’', zera“is a gatl form. When receiving a pronominal suffix, the zera“ becomes zar", as in
Isaiah 61:9, zar‘am, “their seed.” This is a possible meaning for ZERAM, i.e., “their seed” meaning the “chosen people,”
if the NEPHITES by this time, despite the pronominal ending, had reduced the vowel in the first syllable to the seghol
that characterizes the biblical HEBREW segholate form, or if Joseph Smith pronounced it that way in the translation
process.

From the same root, zr' plus the noun ‘am, “people,” yield “descendant of the people.” However, this etymology
would require even more NEPHITE phonetic shifts than the previous suggestions, that is, the dropping of a syllable,
zera“‘am > *zeram.

Possible is an etymology from zwr, which in the adjectival form zar means “other, strange, peculiar.” To explain the
ending —am, ‘Gm, “people,” could be posited. But the meanings that derive therefrom, e.g., “stranger of the people,”
do not seem to work, and the word order does not conform to HEBREW usage.

Other HEBREW lexemes that appear much less likely as etymological possibilities include: srh, “need, anxiety,” plus the
noun ‘am, “people,” rendering the name “Need of the people,” or in a stretch possibly, “desire of the people.” The PN
Zereth srt, (1 Chronicles 4:7) “remains unexplained” (tThe Hebrew and Aramaic Lexicon of the Old Testament.). Zeri
sry, (1 Chronicles 25:3) “balsam, mastic balsam” (HALOT), and Zeruiah srwyh, (1 Samuel 26:6) “fragrant with mastic”
(HALOT) would take a bit of explaining. Even less likely are derivations based on the following PNs Zerah zrh (Genesis
36:13) and Zerahiah zrhyh (1 Chronicles 6:6 in KJV, but 1 Chronicles 5:32 in Tanakh), because the het would most likely
not elide and the m would remain unexplained. The North-west Semitic root zrw", “arm,” like the following PN, would
require a u or o vowel and not the e-a sequence in ZERAM. For the same reason, the feminine PN Zeruah srw'h (1
Kings 11:26), does not work well.

(www.abarim-publications.com 2016)

Zeram was one of four Nephite spies who went out with their men to watch the camp of the Amlicites where they
discovered the Amlicites and Lamanites armies that later intercepted the Nephites at the River Sidon where a
bloody battle ensued (Alma 2). He may have also been one of Alma,’s guards who contended with the guards of
the king of the Lamanites until he slew and drove them back, “thus he cleared the ground, or rather the bank,
which was on the west of the river Sidon, throwing the bodies of the Lamanites who had been slain into the waters
of Sidon.” Reasonable etymological units for Zeram are:

Sumerian

ze: dirt e: watch

e: to leave, to go out er: weeping, mourning; tears; to weep
es-a-ra (form of e) ery-ra (form of er)

e: trust era: leader (of the assembly)
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Zion

ra: (to be) pure; (to be) clear

rah: to beat, kill; to break, crush
e-rah,, rah,-am; (form of rah)

a: arm; labor; strength; wage; power

Constructed Compound Word: Zeram(u)

Sumerian

i to chirp (birds)

zZi: to cut, remove; to erase
Zi>-a (form of zi)

zi: life

i: clothing, garment

i: (vocative exclamation), hey!

iz oil; butter; container for oil
iz-a (form of i)

ia: (an exclamation), oh!

: abuse

: admiration

:and

: bed

: to bray, bellow, bawl, voice, cry, noise

: compound verb nominal element

: defeat

: earth

:emery

: sheep, ewe

: finger

: gift

: wild goose

: grain

- hole

c CcCgcCcCccCcCCCCCC CT CC CC CC cc cC

Hebrew/Semitic

The name Zion in the Bible

a:

u:
u:
u:

S S CccccccCccccC

a-mu (form of a)

progeny
a-mu, a-ams, a-amg (form of a)

:horn

: type of land

:load

: peace

: earth pile

: pitfall

: planking

: plant

: bread, loaf; food; grass, herb; pasture,

plants
uy-na, uy-ne, u-ni (form of u)

: shepherd
: purslane
: to ride; attachment to a plow, upper pivot

of a door, ship’s captain; to gain
control

to sleep

ten

totality, world

U: type of stone

U: tree

un: to arise; sky; (to be) high

an: sky, heaven; upper; crown (of a tree)
an: date spadix

Zion was originally a Jebusite stronghold located in or near Jerusalem or is equal to Jerusalem (2 Samuel 5:7). King
David captures this stronghold and it is renamed City Of David. David sets up the tabernacle there and Solomon
retrieves it from there to place the Ark and utensils in the temple. The prophet Isaiah mentions that YHWH dwells on
Mount Zion (8:18) and later writers relate the name Zion to the eternal Jerusalem (Hebrews 12:22; spelled Ziwv, Sion)

and heaven (Revelation 14:1).

Etymology of the name Zion

Because Zion was originally not Israeli, the name Zion comes to us probably from a language other than Hebrew. HAW
Theological Wordbook of the Old Testament mentions an Arabic root s-w-n, meaning to protect or defend, which may
give Zion the meaning of fortress. Others (says HAW Theological Wordbook of the Old Testament) suggest derivation

from a root saha, be bald.
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Spelled the way it is, however, the name Zion is identical to the Hebrew word |I'¥ (sayon) either meaning place of
dryness, or monument:

The two roots NIX (swh) and N'X (syh) are similar in form but their meanings (either to command or to be dry) don't
come close. Still, for some reason, the Bible's symbolic structure appears to insist on a relation between the two: One
of the two names of the mountain upon which Moses received the Law from God, is Horeb, which means Dry Place.
Also note that the word Torah comes from a verb that also yields a word for rain.

Perhaps the notion of a dry place taps into the creation account, and specifically the third day, or into the account of
Noah's flood. A dry place is not a place where people die of thirst, but rather a place where the sea is no more, after it
has given all her treasures (Revelation 21:1).

Note that both roots treated below yield a form |1'¥ (sion), which is identical to the spelling of the name Zion. And
there are two words of the form '¥ (sy); one of which is related to our two roots but it's not clear which one.

The root-verb nIX (sawa) means to command or charge. This verb may either be used to describe someone exerting
his will upon someone else (1 Samuel 17:20), a group (2 Samuel 21:14), a situation (Psalm 33:9, Isaiah 45:12), or it may
be used to convey the transfer of power from one person to another (Numbers 27:18, 1 Samuel 13:14). This verb
yields the following derivations:

The masculine noun |I'X (siyun), meaning signpost or monument (2 Kings 23:17, Ezekiel 39:15, Jeremiah 31:21 only).
Note that this word is spelled the same as |I'¥ (siyun), meaning dry place (see below).

The feminine noun ni¥n (miswa), meaning commandment. A commandment can come from the king (1 Kings 2:43), it
can denote a title of property (Jeremiah 32:11), or it can denote the wisdom code in its entirety (Proverbs 19:16).
Preceded by the definite article, the commandment, means the full code of the law (2 Chronicles 8:13, Ezra 10:3,
Psalm 19:8).

The masculine noun I¥ (saw), meaning command. This word — "dubious" according to BDB Theological Dictionary —
appears only in contexts that seem to ridicule (Hosea 5:11, Isaiah 28:10-13).

The unused and assumed root N'X (syh) occurs in Arabic and Aramaic in the sense of to be parched. In the Bible only
two derivatives of the Hebrew root survive:

The feminine noun n'X (siya), meaning dryness or drought (Hosea 2:5, Psalm 105:41, Job 24:19).
The masculine noun |I'X (sayon), meaning dryness or parched land (Isaiah 25:5 and 32:2 only).

The masculine noun ¥ (si /) means ship. It's a loan-word from Egyptian (the more common Biblical word for ship is
NN, 'oniya) and is used about four times in the Bible, in singular in Isaiah 33:21 and in plural (D'¥) in Numbers 24:24,
Ezekiel 30:9. In Daniel 11:30 occurs the plural D*'¥. Note that the JSP reads for Isaiah 23:13: "Asshur founded it for
shipmen," while the other dominant modern translation take this instance of ' to be the next one:

The identical masculine noun ¥ (si /l) denotes some kind of creature, but it's not clear what kind. Some scholars derive
this noun from the root nIX (sawa, treated above), which would indicate that this creature was a bit of a barker (an
identical verb in Arabic means to yelp, curiously enough), but most go with the root n'x (syh, see above) and figure
that this word denotes a kind of desert-creature. In fact, that might be precisely what our word is: a collective term for
desert-dwellers.

Our noun occurs six times and always in plural: n'x: Psalm 72:9 and 74:14, Jeremiah 50:39, Isaiah 13:21, 23:13 and
34:14. Most translations interpret the occurrence in Psalm 72:9 as human desert-dwellers since they are instructed to
bow down to the king. The Young translation even speaks of a people called Ziim in the Isaiah and Jeremiah
references.

(www.abarim-publications.com 2016)

Zion is a Biblical term that was used in the Book of Mormon so would not expect to have a Sumerian origin, but
since Zion does not appear to have a Hebrew etymological source, there may be Sumerian etymologies that align
with its meaning, which in fact there are:
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Zoram

Sumerian

zi: life
i: (vocative exclamation), hey!
iz oil; container for oil
iz-a (form of i)
ia: (an exclamation), oh!

Constructed Compound Word: Zion

Sumerian

za: bead, gem
za-ar (form of za)

za: to close?

za: (compound verb verbal element)

za: man
za-ur, (form of za)

za: property, estate

ZA: type of boat

zah: to disappear; to move away, withdraw;
to stay away; (to be) lost; (to be)
fugitive

zah: a mark on the liver

zah: a part or qualification of a piece of
jewelry

zar: sheaf (of barley); stack of sheaves
zar-ra (form of zar)

zara: (excessive) concern

zara: a garment

zara: (to be) braided; to overlap

zara: (door) pivot

zarah: stork, heron

zarah: wailing, lamentation

zu: flint

zu: to know; to learn

zu: type of building material

zu: plow share; blade of the hoe; point
(of a battering ram)

zu: tooth

zu rah: to bite

zu ur: to tear with teeth

zuh: to steal

zur: to break

zur: to roil

zur: to take care of

zurah: siege weapon

u: type of land

u: peace

un: to arise; sky; (to be) high
an: sky, heaven; upper

a: arm; labor; wing; horn; side; strength;
wage; power
a-mu (form of a)
a: a bird-cry
a: time
a: water; semen; progeny
a-mu, a-ams, a-amg (form of a)
A: a weapon or a leather holder for a weapon
a rah: to drown
ar: (hymn of) praise; fame
a-ar, ars-ra, a-arsz-a, a-arz (form of
ar)
ar: ruin
ar-mu (form of ar)
ara: to grind
ara: hand-mill; lower grindstone
ara: an official
ara: times (with numbers); ways; way; omen;
step (math.)
ara: a boat part
ara: designation of milk
ara: designation of oil
a-ray-a (form of ara)
arah: storehouse, granary, storeroom;
storage vessel
: abuse
: admiration
:and
: bed
: to bray, bellow, bawl, voice, cry, noise
: compound verb nominal element
: defeat
: earth
:emery
: sheep, ewe
ug-ra (form of u)

CcC S g € C C € € < C



Other Sumerian/Jaredite Names/Words in the Book of Mormon 623

: finger

: gift

: wild goose

: grain

- hole

- horn

: type of land

: load

: peace

: earth pile

: pitfall

: planking

: plant

: bread, loaf; food; grass, herb; pasture,

plants
uy-ra (form of u)

u: shepherd

u: purslane

u: to ride; attachment to a plow, upper pivot
of a door, ship’s captain; to gain
control

u: to sleep

u: ten

u: totality, world

U: type of stone

U: tree

ur: to be abundant
urs-ra (form of ur)

ur: to rub in, anoint

ur: to bake
urs-ra (form of ur)

ur: base leg of table

ur: to confine, imprison

ur: to be convulsed
urs-a, urs (form of ur)

ur: dog, ~ figurine; ~ toy; lion

ur-ams, ur-ra, ur-a, ur-re, ur-e, ur-re;
(form of ur)

c gcgccCccCccCccCccCccCccCccCccccC

Hebrew

ur: to go along; to wipe clean; to beat, sweep
away; to drag; to raise a boat
urs-ra (form of ur)

ur: servant

ur: keel

ur: liver; main body, bulk

ur: fish

ur: harness

ur: he; that, this some; maid, female, slave;
are corresponding to another; like
(one another)
urs-ams, urs-ra, urs-a (form of ur)

ur: man

ur: to roam around

ur: to pluck, to gather, collect; to harvest
Urs-ra, urs-a, Urs-ra-a, urg-urs-re, urs-e

(form of ur)

ur: to smell

ur: cloth trimming

ur: roof
urs-e, ury-ra, urs-re (form of ur)

ur: root, base; limbs; loin, lap
ury-ra, ury-e (form of ur)

ur: servant

ur: to shut, protection
urs-ra-me, urs-ra, urs-re, urs-re, (form

of ur)

ur: to smell
urs-ra (form of ur)

ur: a cloth trimming

ura: dejection?

ra: (compound verb verbal element)

ra: (to be) pure; (to be) clear

rah: to beat, kill; to break, crush; to flood; to
thresh (grain with a flail)

rah: a disease

am: a bird

am: wild bull

ZORAM has five plausible etymologies, though only the first etymology given below is attested in an ancient Semitic
source (see below). The first three of the five are only slightly different from each other: "The Rock is the (divine)
kinsman," "Rock of the people," and "Their Rock." These three plausible etymologies will be discussed in that order,
with the first discussion supplying most of the basic information. The fourth and fifth suggested meanings were made
by Matthew L. Bowen, "The one who is exalted," and approximately, "[The deity] has flooded forth."

In the first of the five etymologies, the only etymology with an attested ancient Semitic instance, the first part of the
PN Zoram is the HEBREW word sdr, meaning "rock, cliff face," but is used metaphorically for the God of Israel, as in 2
Samuel 22:47, "The Lord liveth; and blessed be my rock [sdr]; and exalted be the God of the rock [sdr] of my salvation"
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(PYH). The vocable s(r also appears in several biblical personal names, such as Zur sidr "Rock" (Numbers 25:15), Zuriel,
sari-"él "El (God) is my rock" (Numbers 3:35).

The second part of the PN ZORAM could come from the common Semitic vocable ‘Gm, meaning "father's brother,"
"(divine) kinsman," and "people." The vocable ‘@m is quite common in ancient Semitic name giving. As an element in
Hebrew names, there is no question that it is a theophoric element, appearing in names such as Jekameam, yéqgam-
‘@m (1 Chronicles 23:19). In addition to appearing as the final element in PNs, it also can be found at the beginning of
names, e.g., Amminadab, ‘ammi-nadab (Numbers 1:7), "my father's brother is generous" (PYH). (Note that this biblical
PN also appears in the Book of Mormon as AMINADAB - RFS).

The question of meaning hinges partly on how to view ‘@m as a theophoric element. The translation "father's
brother/paternal uncle" does not convey the same connotation in English as it does in Hebrew. To approximate the
Semitic connotation, some translators render ‘Gm with "divine kinsman." To avoid the issue of meaning, some
translations simply transliterate the vocable. For example, in the PN mentioned above, Jekameam, HALOT The
possibility that hamm, *ham and ‘am ("people") can be confused with the various Semitic orthographies complicates
the efforts to provide a clear etymology. This tripartite etymology is reflected in HALOT renders yéqgam-‘am with "may
‘Am deliver," where ‘Am is understood as a deity, a divine kinsman (PYH).

Combining sdr with ‘Gm would give the meaning "The Rock is the (divine) kinsman." To modern ears, this meaning may
seem like a strange PN. However, though siir and ‘Gm are not used together in any known biblical PN, they are used
together in the Amorite Bronze Age PN sdri-‘ammu, which is translated as "My rock is the Father's brother" (PYH).

A second possibility for ZORAM is hypothetical sir-‘am, "Rock of the people," where ‘Gm would not mean "paternal
uncle," but rather "people," though in PNs the meaning "people" seems to be quite rare (PYH). Biblical PNs such as
Jeroboam and Rehoboam may lend legitimacy to the use of "people." Jeroboam can be interpreted as "may the
people increase." Rehoboam can mean "The people have become extensive." Additionally, the PN Jekameam could
mean "may the people arise" (RFS).

The third possibility for ZORAM is that it could be patterned after Psalm 78:35, "God was their rock," where "their
rock" in Hebrew is sdram. In this etymology, ZORAM would be a hypocoristicon with the theophoric element "God"
(’él6him in Psalm 78:35) omitted. That "Rock" is a name or title for the God of Israel is not in doubt, especially from
passages such as Deuteronomy 32:30 where siram, "their Rock" parallels YHWH "the LORD" (LXX Greek theos
"God")(RFS).

The fourth possibility has been suggested by Matthew Bowen, namely, that ZORAM is formed from two parts, zu and
ram. The first would be common West Semitic deictic particle zid and would mean "the one of" or "that one of," and
the second could be the stative verb rdm, meaning "is exalted." The two vocables together would yield the meaning
"The one who is exalted," referring of course to the God of Israel.

The fifth possibility, also suggested by Matthew Bowen, would make ZORAM a pé‘al verb form akin to the Hebrew
word zerem, which designates a kind of rain or overflowing of water. The verb occurs only once in the Old Testament,
namely, in Psalm 77:17 (18 in Hebrew), where the KJV translates, "poured out." Thus Bowen translates the name, "'He
[i.e., the deity] has [is] poured forth' or 'He has flooded forth."

It has also been suggested that ZORAM could be a form of the Hebrew segholate noun zerem, defined above as a kind
of rain or overflowing water." Though the consonants match up well, the vowels do not; zerem is a segholate noun
from the Hebrew gat/ paradigm which would not produce the vowels of ZORAM.

Cf. EGYPTIAN divine name zrm (LGG, 6:431); see also the variant name of zrm, rks, that appears in the Book of the
Dead, utterance 39 S 5.

(Book of Mormon Onomasticon 2016)

Zoramy was one of the initial Lehite party but was added somewhat by constraint by Nephi; as a result of him being
a servant of the hostile Laban who was fooled (thinking Nephi to be Laban) to assist in Nephi getting the brass
plates (ubiquitous references). Zoram; was considered righteous and sided with Nephi when the family split
occurred among the Lehites. Zoram; was the founder of the Zoramite tribe, one generally affiliated with the
overall Nephite polity, although the Zoramites at a certain point dissent and break away from the Nephite polity
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even to the point of affiliating politically with the Lamanites and making war against the Nephites. From a religious
standpoint, the Zoramites were also apostates from the Nephite religion, worshiping idols, rejecting the Law of
Moses and Christ, among other things. Reasonable etymological units for Zoram; are:

Sumerian

za: man
za-ur, (form of za)

za: property, estate

zah: (to be) fugitive

zu: to know; to learn

a: arm; labor; side; strength; wage
a-mu (form of a)

ar: (hymn of) praise; fame
a-ar, ars-ra, a-arsz-a, a-arz (form of

ar)
ara: an official
u: admiration

Constructed Compound Word: Zoram
Hebrew

sar: rock

‘am: father's brother, (divine) kinsman, and people

z0: “the one of" or "that one of"
ram: is exalted

Sumerian

za: man
za-ur, (form of za)
za: property, estate
zah: to move away, withdraw; to stay away;
(to be) lost
zara: (excessive) concern
zarah: wailing, lamentation
zu ur: to tear with teeth
zuh: to steal
zur: to break
zur: to roil
zurah: siege weapon
a: side; strength; wage; power
a-mu (form of a)
a: progeny
a-mu, a-ams, a-amg (form of a)
A: a weapon or a leather holder for a weapon
ar: ruin
ar-mu (form of ar)

ur: to be abundant
urs-ra (form of ur)
ur: to rub in, anoint
ur: to go along
urs-ra (form of ur)
ur: servant
ur: he; that, this some; maid, female, slave;
are corresponding to another; like
(one another)
urs-ams, urs-ra, urs-a (form of ur)
ur: man
ra: (to be) pure; (to be) clear

Q

Reasonable etymological units for Zoram as referring to the Zoramites would be:

ara: an official

u: abuse

u: to bray, bellow, bawl, voice, cry, noise

u: defeat

u: to gain control

ur: to be convulsed
urs-a, urs (form of ur)

ur: to wipe clean; to beat, sweep away
urs-ra (form of ur)

ur: servant

ur: he; that, this some; maid, female, slave;
are corresponding to another; like
(one another)
urs-ams, urs-ra, urs-a (form of ur)

ur: man

ur: to roam around

ura: dejection?

rah: to beat, kill; to break, crush

rah: a disease
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Chapter 5

Constructed Compound Word: Zoram
Hebrew

sar: rock
‘am: people
z0: “the one of" or "that one of"

Zoram, was a righteous chief captain of the Nephites, who together with his sons, with information provided by
Alma, the prophet, battled and defeated an invading Lamanite force (Alma 16). Reasonable etymological units for
Zoram, are:

Sumerian

za: man
za-ur, (form of za)

zu ur: to tear with teeth

zur: to take care of

zurah: siege weapon

a: arm; labor; side; strength; wage; power
a-mu (form of a)

A: a weapon or a leather holder for a weapon

ar: (hymn of) praise; fame
a-ar,, ars-ra, a-arsz-a, a-arz (form of

ar)

ara: an official

u: admiration

u: defeat

u: peace

Constructed Compound Word: Zoram
Hebrew

sar: rock

‘am: (divine) kinsman

zG: “the one of" or "that one of"
ram: is exalted

u: to gain control
ur: to rub in, anoint
ur: to beat, sweep away
urs-ra (form of ur)
ur: man
ur: to shut, protection
urs-ra-me, urs-ra, urs-re, urs-re, (form
of ur)
ur: he; that, this some; maid, female, slave;
are corresponding to another; like
(one another)
urs-ams, urs-ra, urs-a (form of ur)
ra: (to be) pure; (to be) clear
rah: to beat, kill; to break, crush

Zorams was the leader of the apostate Zoramites and led “the hearts of the people to bow down to dumb idols”
and engage in iniquity (Alma 30, 31) which caused Alma, great concern and triggered a mission to the Zoramites.
Reasonable etymological units for Zorams; are:

Sumerian

za: man
za-ur, (form of za)

zah: (to be) lost

zara: (excessive) concern

zuh: to steal

zur: to break

zur: to roil

a: strength; power

a-mu (form of a)
ar: ruin

ar-mu (form of ar)
ara: an official
ara: omen
u: abuse
u: to gain control
ur: to be convulsed
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urs-a, urs (form of ur) ur: man
ur: he; that, this some; like (one another) ura: dejection?
urs-ams, urs-ra, urs-a (form of ur) rah: a disease

Constructed Compound Word: Zoram
Hebrew

sar: rock
‘am: (divine) kinsman; father's brother
zG: “the one of" or "that one of"
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The origin of Book of Mormon Jaredite names has been an enigma since the
publication of the Book of Mormon. In a book that is the first of its kind, Jerry Grover,
a professional civil engineer, geologist and translator has been able to reconstruct
the Jaredite names from ancient Sumerian. The author’s approach is meticulous and
scientific. This book is a landmark event in Book of Mormon studies and is a book
that must be read by every serious student of the Book of Mormon and of
Mesoamerican studies. The author is dedicating all proceeds from the book to
additional scientific studies to cast further light on the ancient setting of the Book of
Mormon.



